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War Fails to Increase
Interest in the Church

Farly Religious Awakening in Europe. Founded on Fear,
Quickly Passes—People Lose Faith in Prayer—
Vice Still Rampant in Cities

Ry The Rev. ELMER T. CLARK, Litt. D.

Copyright, 1817,

ONDON, Aug. 13.—0ne would have
l J expected that the great European
war, as it brought death to thourands
and bareavement to millions, wonld
have called the minda of the people
to reality and to matters of etermity,
thus bringing them around to religion

Acting upon this natural expectation,

the teligious world prepared for a
sweeping ravival of spirituality, hooks
the situation

wers written eutlining
from the religious standpoint, and the
Church made ready ite forces of en-
gonragement and eonservation

ine na \.0!| v
the largest developments in this diree-
for she hns the most evangelical
an in Europe and has long
her
and her religion gen erally

tion
type of relig
been proud of
serupulosity
In the first faw months of the war all
signs poi nted fact
Chureh’'s expectation was to be abun-
dantly fulfilled. The peaople flocked to

tn the that

the churches, resorted to prayer and
gave all evidences of & quickening ve
ligious 1 in these months it ap-

peared cer

nant
But this early religious awakanmp

was founded on fear, and fear

mative that eannot long support an in-

faith: the appeal of heaven
and the fear of hell has gone from the
realm of religion never to yeturn, giv-

telligent

ing proof that a more enlightened con-
science ds n firmer foundatio:
upen wh to rest its deepest convie
tions. And t happened in Europe
that when the first dread and {ear

t} the

¢ war had passed

superficial religious fervor passed also,
disanpointing those who were de-

nroduced by

of evangelism
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ere in the faet that the Roman Cath
lie Church 1= »

tha oanar
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and

the Chureh i
igns are ghaen
t, the Church in

cerned, even thos

As & matter of
Furope shows no great vitality at all
Her ranks are, of course, reduced by
the war; t @ are no young and few
iddle-aged men left at home, and !nr
the pews ‘FH‘.E"‘d by the ¢
ed with recruits
So throughout Eu.
rﬂp'\‘ ANE Are COMPATA-

n

in

<o churches which
al

Are not s rted by government
means huv Yered much through »
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ensed e the war, b it
€ ' I ) t} t 121 04
he red i and gpecinl
clde 1e ye war have sprung up in
. p dq me. One will do
y to get : a day in any Eu
wnean o without having contrib-
e¢d to one or several henevolences

War Has Had
Opposite Effects

Speaking quite W »
sav that the war hs
effecte upon the rel
In the first place, 1t
sands of them more
have ever been before.
literally be deeper
faith by ¢ m
vpon t - Fevir
tenss the
de
L 1 t i
coma of 1t & thexe things have made
1aKe rourse t the com
t and we which they have ever
known, their relig And w0 all over
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relig "a
ey Fnlive hut the re-
ginus  literature  which  circulated
gt k and fila of the people
haned ite gle upon anelent formulas
resnrts ¥ a pronf-text quoting
ethod that cer 't he satisfactory.
1f eourss the warld would not give
ite religion, nor would it readily
eve tha Christinnity must  be
arged with failure and discarded be
ratne one of it jdexls had not been
reached; neverthaless the econtroversy
war responsible far a ronfnsion in the

winde a1 rame per r:..

Confusion When

Pravers Failed

""lf""- waith 1} thara grosse § eon
furian in cannectin with the auegtion,
What about prayer? FPenple never
prayad so much as they did ut the be
ginning of hostilitien, Yot what
vheir pravers avail? The war 'l"\“
right on, and men were kille the
pame r\ 1 nere an 0 | tien
The sott of the man whn pra far
the hoy's safety ght and rJ‘a. Wil
billed funt as quickly ax the son of the
mar who recognized ne God to whom |
AR K"'['l The prayers wara nnot
snpwarad in the leant What, then,
#r the good aof praver and where was
i Peachaps there v nn God, after

This dnaubt and uncertainty affected

panple, fram the clergyman to
e Tommy whn Used 8% e esssgle

by The Tribune Agsnciation

“wha preyed like "ell and got ‘is
‘end blowed off '
had been tanght an an-

Rill.
hlnamin®

Thesa penple

tinunted doctrine of praver, that prayer | &

means aeking God for favors and

| effact by securing a gpumi P"""l'
dence for the elect who resort to
it or have it rasarted ta far
tham For the right minded man
whe regortad to prayer as com-
munion with the [Infinite and for

lonked to England for|

Sxbbath keeping |
.fJﬁRTFf of hberty,

the | Dissatisfaction

| ent rel

n that a grest revival was| trup

is & with

| the enlisted

the purpose of securing its subjective
banefit of comfort, hopa and Hflﬂgfh
thers was nn confusion, but this lofty

doctrine had not heen taught to the
mases
This eonfusion is quite marked in|

soma centres, vot [ am of the opinion
that it will he dissipated quickiy when |
the issues and results of this war are |
| elearly sean to be in line with the ad-
vaness of the Kingdom of God upen
the sarth in the securing of a greatsr
equality, justice and
! demoeracy throughout tha world.

With the Church

At the present time the most appar
igious featurs of the social stti-
Europe is a dissatisfaction
with the Church. This is particularly
in England, where the discontent
| lies against the Establishment rather
than with the dissenters. There is no
dissatisfaction with religion, not even
the doetrinea of Christianity.
The man in the strest speaks reverent.
ly and fondly of religion, but he eriti-
cises the Church unmercifully.
On one occasion

tudes

British headquarters with 1
of cc rr.';-rﬂ:l ents, under the escort o
aofficors detalled for that task Not

company knew me for =
man, and | purposely avoided re-
ing igious matters. But 1
wns surprised to find that the subjest
was brought up time a'—pv time

he

to 1é

The officers, all of wh apparently.
were communicants of '_hc "Established
Church, wers most outspoken against
t, One of them referred to the Arch
bishop of Canterbury as a “Vietorian

rel and when another was telling
of the games and sports indulged in h\'

men A laua wit caused
in

Zn

by the questiom, "Hn 7e the bishops

.

terfered with voun They froels

predicted the hment of the
Churech, but there was general agree-
ment when one said, “Bul we must
take care that religion does not suffer”

This attitude toward the Church, as
nearly as 1 am able to determine, i=
caused by three things. The first la
the exemption eclause, which enables
voung clergymen and licentiates ta
keep out of the army. It is not that

voung men are unwilling to
s hundreds of them are ready
to do sn, But their bish-
let them. Some, indeed,
without episcopal per-
mission, but by so doing they have
forfeited all chance of preferment in
the future
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Another thing the fact that the

are so clearly out of touch with

18

“things,” and that {t has an objective |

| workers and stations;

| frealy. And sven smong the communi- |
cants of the Establishment 1 hava
| found multitndes, cEpecizlly in the

armv, whn have a greatsr respect for |
| the dissenters. It is too early to form ‘
iIata many definite ronclusions, but it
=erms that a great democratization in |
the Europsan Church i inevitable |
Afd that will be pure galn |
What Furops nesds religiously is an |

Ameriran church —a prograssive,
maral, eorinl and evangshstie factor
| that waleames truth wherever it may

| he faund and entars politica anly when
moral rafarms ave to be fought out. 1
have beean g zsvare critie of American

Christianity, and there are many

things about it which 1 would ehangs 1f
1 eould, but T have learned that in )
the bast Christianity on earth. And o

we take hope |
In the srmy the Church as sueh i3 * |
deing ;\rnrurg'l nething exeapt tn
| furnish h ,. 7
urnin chaplains and varker or
other agsnecies. And the ehaplains are 241 West 75th Street. FPhons, Columbus 8894,
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to the Red Cross the number of
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be denied by its officials. But I ean
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tic work, It sands out its evangelists,
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tla, and do not secure the support of September 20th
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the men in the army.
While in London & Y. M. C. A. man
talked with me abhout deing religious
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